
SPRING 2022, ISSUE NO. 24

MEET OUR NEW CHAPLAIN
IN THIS ISSUE

MEET OUR NEW CHAPLAIN    1
10 YEARS OF GRATITUDE   2
EMERGING LEADER REFLECTION   3
TEXTS DISCIPLESHIP   4

When Chaplain Sid Ypma
announced in January that he had
accepted  a call to the Kemptville,
Christian Reformed Church, the
OCC board launched a search for
his successor. (see 10 Years of
Gratitude pg 2)  "On behalf of the
OCC board, I'm excited to inform
you that after a 4 month search
process, we've hired a new
chaplain, Ryan Farrell. Ryan is
currently wrapping up his duties at
the Queen's Campus ministry and
his half-time position at a Baptist
Church in Kingston. At this year's
(CRC) synod, he is looking to be
declared eligible to become a
pastor in the CRC. The board has
discerned that Ryan has many gifts
that fit this ministry well." said
Board chair Charley DeSchiffart.

In Ryan's words, "I am so excited to
partner with the Spirit and serve the
OCC in this next season of my
ministry. My hope is that God will use
my pastoral and campus ministry
experiences to build upon the
foundation of all of Sid's work. Over
the coming months I look forward to
moving to Ottawa, getting a "lay of
the land," praying over campus, and
meeting with students and
supporters of the OCC family. When I
start in July please reach out to me
so I can get to know you!"

Ryan will begin his work July 1st.
Please pray for Ryan and the busy
summer ahead. In addition to a new
job, Ryan will be marrying his
fiancée, Mickeelie (a uOttawa and
OCC Alumnus) in August.
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That time Phil let Sid play 
in the chemistry lab

In the spring of 2012 I accepted a
call to become the first chaplain of
the Ottawa Campus Chaplaincy
(then the OCRCC). The grind of the
first years, when it seemed as
though I was getting no where,
made me wonder if I had picked up
my family and moved them across
the country in futility. I felt a lot of
kinship in the stories of
missionaries who would talk about
similar feelings. In those moments I
was challenged to heed the words
that I had preached so often, "trust
in God's faithfulness." The
highlights of those first two years
were weekly meals with a small
group of students and our weekly
pub gathering where we 'brewed
over a brew.' Some of those early
relationships became friends for life
because there is something 
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TEN YEARS OF GRATITUDE BY SID YPMA

The original OCRCC office on Wilbrod

The first board meeting in the Wilbrod
office with John Vedder and Larry

Vandergrift, our first two board chairs

At the OCRCC Inauguration on
September 30, 2012 - Frieman Hall

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN IN 2012...

profound born out of being a part of
something new. I am forever
grateful for some of those early
students who trusted me enough to
serve the campus alongside of me.

It was in our 3rd year, when the
ministry started to truly find our
place. Feast & Faith became a
staple of the Christian scene at
uOttawa. Young leaders started to
own the ministry and seek ways in
which they could engage the
campus. I remember clearly the
moment that I felt God had begun
to make God's mark on campus
through us. We were interviewing
new student leaders and asked one
young woman, what made the
Campus Chaplaincy different from
other Christian ministries. She
replied, "Some of the other

Christian ministries talk about
everyone being welcome, but you
always feel like their project. When I
attend Feast & Faith, I feel like I can
be myself, ask any question, and
actually invite any friend to join
me." We long to provide strong
Christian witness but we have
always striven to do so in a way that
emphasizes hospitality and love to
everyone who joins us in the
discipleship journey. The answer
that day was music to our ears.

Over the years, one of the highlights
of the ministry has been our
internship program. I have long felt
that investing in young leaders
makes more of an impact on the
kingdom of God than simply
gathering large numbers of
students in one place. Each year we



would read through one or two
books together while each intern
would take on leadership of
different aspects of our ministry
(Feast & Faith, Campus Inklings,
Bible Study, Communications,
Worship, etc.). I learned that an
important aspect of leadership was
the necessity of leaders valuing and
enjoying each other. The best years
of student leadership were the ones
where the interns had clearly
developed bonds of friendship that
extended beyond ministry
responsibilities.

The other area of gratitude that I
would highlight is the way the OCC
has been our work WITH uOttawa.
In September of 2012, I offered to
help coordinate the chaplains for
uOttawa. Over the years, we helped
draft memorandums of
understanding, helped guide
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discussions about multi-faith
spaces, develop faith workshops for
Mental Health Awareness Week and
generally encourage the place of
religious faith in the university.  In
2021, I was invited to be a member
of the programming team for
student life, representing spiritual
care. I'm the only non-uOttawa
employee on this team and it
speaks to the trust that the OCC has
built up. 

I marvel at how quickly 10 years
went by.  I was blessed with one of
the best ministry opportunities one
could hope for. I am leaving
because I'm trusting God's call on
my life. I believe that not only am I
being called to Kemptville but I also
believe God is calling someone else
to have as much fun and fulfillment
as I had. Thank-you for your
support, it will never be forgotten!

OVER THE YEARS

MIRIAM (MIM) FARKAS - EMERGING LEADER 2022 
Serving as an Emerging Leader this
year with the OCC has been an
amazing time of growth and
wonder. Through this year I have
grown in my understanding of the
sovereignty of God—how he has
more authority over what happens
than I do. I’ve learned that
leadership will look different
depending on who I’m serving
because leadership, like ministry,
means meeting people where
they’re at. Though the specifics of
leadership will change, I’ve learned
that Christ is the ultimate model for
leadership, and I’ve learned that

more this year through discipleship,
diving into deep questions and
discussions with the students I was
called to serve.

My leadership experience with the
OCC has taught me that serving
God’s people is one of the best
ways to be in relationship with God.
I was created to have a relationship
with God—that is my primary
purpose—and so serving God,
through those God places in my
path, is a lifelong thing I will do in
order to know God more.

~ Mim Farkas
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New Beginnings and New Opportunities
 

Our work is supported through churches and regional ministry
organizations, but those funds only cover two thirds of our budget.

Each year we rely on Friends of the Chaplaincy to partner with us
out of their desire to see students flourish in their Christian vison

and calling. We’d love for you to consider becoming a monthly
donor or support us through a one time donation. Through Pre-
Authorized Remittance (PAR), E-Transfer, Canada Helps or by

sending a cheque you can go a long way to helping the OCC carry
on its mission during this new season of ministry with Ryan

Farrell at the helm. You can connect to all our giving by going to: 
 

OTTAWACAMPUSCHAPLAINCY.ORG 
And clicking on the DONATE NOW button or by mail

 
ALL CHEQUES AND OTHER GIFTS CAN BE SENT TO:

OTTAWA CAMPUS CHAPLAINCY
1475 MERIVALE RD. - OTTAWA, ON – K2E 5N9

 

F R I E N D S   O F   T H E   C H A P L A I N C Y

THOUGHTS ON 15 ESSENTIAL TEXTS DISCIPLESHIP
Through a choice of 15 Biblical texts
and 15 spiritual disciplines, Sid Ypma
discipled three students in the
summer of 2021 and then
encouraged them to take the
challenge of find others to disciple.
There were five components to each
week. 1) Share and Discipler Prays 2)
Disciple shares the Gospel 3) Discuss
a Biblical Text 4) Discuss a Spiritual
Discipline and 5) Disciple closes in
prayer. Student leader Aidan Elliott
shares his experience.

The telling of the gospel in a
cohesive way to another person is
unlike anything I have ever done
before. It challenged me to stretch
and grow, both in my own ability to
articulate the gospel, as well as the

ability to receive and stimulate the
discussion surrounding the gospel
message as told by my disciple,
who tended to emphasize different
things than I did. I told the gospel as
a student of social sciences, looking
at our broken systems and yet I also
was told the gospel from the point
of view of a scientist wondering at
the world. This part truly changed
my faith for the better, as I now had
experience putting into words what
before was only disjointed thoughts
in my head.

Often related to exploring a text,
the spiritual disciplines challenged
me to step outside my normal
routine and to do acts that I would
perform ritually with intention. The

intentionality with which I did the
spiritual disciplines offered me the
chance to develop (or at least learn
about) life changing habits which
will continue into the future. The
spiritual disciplines helped me to
engage with creation, creativity,
and the multifaceted nature of daily
life to show that God can be seen in
far more places than previously
thought.           ~ Aidan Elliot


